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Symposium on Innovations in Psycho-social Interventions


In First Episode Psychosis in New Zealand for IEPA Birmingham 2006





The New Zealand National Steering Group for Early Intervention in Psychosis is planning to submit a symposium of approximately four presentations based on the above theme to the International Early Psychosis Association (IEPA) conference in Birmingham 2006.  If you have a great idea for a presentation and would like to be part of the symposium, please email � HYPERLINK "mailto:Mike.Ang@WaitemataDHB.govt.nz" ��Mike.Ang@WaitemataDHB.govt.nz� with the topic of your presentation, name of presenter, organisation you are representing and a 150 word abstract.  


  


The steering group are really keen that some New Zealand practice innovations are profiled internationally.





See page 3….






































Hello Everyone,





After the last steering group meeting, a couple of weeks ago we decided to put out a quick, smaller version of the newsletter just to update you on new developments and what we are up to as a steering group.





There will still be a September edition – this is just a few bits and pieces that the steering group thought you might like to think about and know about before September.





Regards Lois
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***First Announcement 2006 Training Forum***





The 2006 Early Intervention for Psychosis National Training Forum "Celebrating Practice and Innovation" is to be held from the 8-10 March 2006 at Rydges Hotel in Christchurch.





Abstracts for free papers and posters are now being accepted.  


Abstract deadline is 30th November 2005.


Preliminary information is available from Dianne Surgenor:


dianne.surgenor@cdhb.govt.nz





Confirmed Speakers to date include:





Professor John McGrath . 


Research Director, Queensland Centre for Schizophrenia Research Professor with the Department of Psychiatry, University of Queensland Adjunct Professor with the School of Biomolecular and Biomedical Sciences, Griffith University 





Professor David Castle


Professorial Fellow, Mental Health Research Institute and The University of Melbourne





Professor Roger Mulder


Department of Psychological Medicine


Christchurch School of Medicine and Health Sciences, Otago University





Jim Geekie


Psychologist - Auckland DHB first episode psychosis team





Jim Crowe


Past President/ Chairman for the Asian Region: 


World Fellowship for Schizophrenia and Allied Disorders








Further information, including registration forms and costs will be posted soon.








Mark A. Turner, Ph.D.


Researcher


Totara House


Early Intervention in Psychosis Service


Canterbury District Health Board


194 Bealey Ave


Christchurch


New Zealand


�HYPERLINK http://www.cdhb.govt.nz/totara ��http://www.cdhb.govt.nz/totara�


Ph:   (+643)  377 9733


Fax:  (+643) 377 9713





























Quick Note to Update You All!!!
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The Steering Group will meet next in November and will select from the abstracts submitted.  The proposal for a symposium will then be forwarded to the IEPA conference scientific committee by the end of the year. 





If the symposium is accepted, presenters would need to obtain permission from their organisation AND (at this stage) be prepared to be self funding.  If the symposium is accepted, then the Steering Group will approach national funding bodies to request help to subsidise expenses.  





There will also be an expectation that these presentations would be given at the next National Training Forum in Christchurch in March 2006.  





Looking forward to hearing from you.





Yours sincerely








Mike Ang


National Early Intervention in Psychosis Steering Group








Feedback from National Steering Committee.





The National Steering Group Committee is made up of Regional Representatives of clinicians working in the area of Early Intervention in Psychosis.





The committee met on the 22nd June 2005.





We would like to thank Janssen Cilag for their generous sponsorship in supporting the National Steering Group to meet on a regular basis.


We would like to acknowledge Lois Boyd and the Wellington Early Intervention Service for their excellent work in developing the new


CD / DVD. The group had an opportunity to watch this DVD and were very impressed by the quality of this. We are happy to endorse this as an excellent training resource. The committee has approved appropriate funding to allow a number of copies made available free to Early Intervention Teams throughout New Zealand and appropriate distribution is to occur through Lois Boyd.











Symposium Idea continued…
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There was a discussion regarding the Constitution and the National Steering Committee becoming an Incorporate Society. There was an agreement in changing the name to “ New Zealand Early Psychosis Association to align with the international group. There was an endorsement to move this forward as soon as possible and also a commitment in looking at the cost of getting the appropriate legal advice to formalise and to have the Incorporate Society up and running before the next Training Forum in March 2006.





Feedback from Christchurch: The team are well underway with their plans for the next Training Forum next year. This also includes having decided who the keynote speakers are and an emphasis on the availability of training for clinicians new to the work area.


Lois continues to work on the development of the Web Page as we have secured funding for this.





Guidance Notes:  Most of the work has been completed in updating this document and it now just needs a reference update, edit and formatting work.  This is due to be completed by the end of August.





The committee was privileged to have Hilary Lapsley from the Mental Health Commission attend the afternoon session. Hilary indicated that the Mental Health Commission are looking at 2 major projects over the next 2 years. �No 1 A report on the decade in mental health since the Mason report, highlighting achievements and challenges and outlining directions for the future �No 2 Description of a new service paradigm with detailed blueprinting and a monitoring framework. �


The National Steering Group were able to give feedback regarding the current development regarding the CD / DVD release, the ongoing support for the National Training Forums, the recognition of the need for National Coordination of Research Measures, development of the web page and the finalisation and update of the Guidance Notes.





Dr David Bathgate


Chairperson


National Steering Group


New Zealand
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